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Travelling together with ASDS and Natwan Sangam % r“ ?

The development journey together with ASDS started when | first met Gandhi babu in 1993. At 5 ;
the time he was looking for resource support to help adivasi women in V R PuramMandalto access | = !
better maternity and child health care. Since then much has changed and the organization has moved | *
forward significantly.

| E—

My own experience in the Women's movement and with the Deccan Development Society shaped the kind of
support we could provide through Gramya Resource Centre for women to strengthen the women in the community to
organize themselves on their own behalf. Starting with reflections on the conditions of women in the Koya tribe with
a gender lens of "the Personal is Political", women leaders themselves identified the sexual exploitation they were
facing at the hands of men from other castes. They also recognized that male leaders in their own community were
also putting them down by not supporting their efforts to live a dignified life. ( for example after a fine was imposed in
case of domestic violence it was not given to the concerned woman but used to drink alcohol ) The women leaders
also reflected that while they were dependent on the forest for food, firewood and fodder many forces were at work
destroying the forest. NatwanSangam an adivasi women's organization was born to help all vulnerable women to
live a life of dignity by acting collectively. When the Forest Rights Act was legislated Natwansangam provided leadership
to the community by helping families to claim their rights. 15 % of claims were by single women . The women are
promoting sustainable agriculture and are making efforts to conserve their own seeds.

When the government of Andhra Pradesh started building the canals for the Polavaram dam without
environment clearances, the adivasi women in the submergence area are providing leadership to resist the illegal
constructions.

Women have understood the implications of climate change by recording the changes in the forest streams
and havoc caused due to untimely rains and weather changes on productivity of their farms. They are exploring
means to mitigate the problems. ASDS has accompanied i the women in all their struggles and must be congratulated
on their sustained support to people's organizations.

In Solidarity
Dr V Rukmini Rao

Gramya Organisation, Hyderabad
\_ J
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7. 95,® DDE)® DY(EIEd (Disaster Management)
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7347

\¥ 162 48

58 5 Hones® HEBoDS Jden LHdcsn PENO DT

IeR Tty ésé% Qoen D38 doen o Aghoen P
Brrcdhen Brrcshen Brrcshen Brrcshen
2008-09 32,30,317 41,17,281 73,47,598 70,95,997
2009-10 59,05,145 99,06,307 1,58,11,452 1,44,70,960
2010-11 19,65,931 1,72,82,697 1,92,48,628 2,08,04,775
2011-12 52,01,808 2,60,98,511 3,13,00,319 2,80,791,30
2012-13 28,36,687 2,08,35,613 2,36,72,300 2,58,41,524
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Total Expenditure
Rs. in Lakhs

2008-09

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

%@8 orde eedee (Local Funders)

D38 wrde D@ (Foreign Funders)

aoasoé (NABARD, Hyderabad)

oolS oy RS
(Rajeev Vidya Mission, Khammam)

FRHETES &5 2008058 208D

(Confederation of Indian Industries (Cll), Haryana)
dond A5 DES (Aid at action Hyderabad)
R.2.2.65.8 (APARD, Hyderabad)

BES BI0HR0E el

(Deccan Development Society, Hyderabad)

BQE 6 ©of FIBRS BFFbots

(District Water and Sanitation Department, Khammam)

DHAR B85 Er8S RO
(Ministry of Rural Development, Hyderabad)

DR AowE (Action aid)

@BVGHUS &5 B08HS BLOHD0e5 - 0. JR. .
(Association of Indian Development (AID) - USA)

ez HE acﬁaé'sscﬁﬁ
(Asha for Education, USA)

o0& Hb §3?’.g)5“) @1’8@ (Centre for people's Forestry)
86 50805 (CARE India)
[Py BRBEY) Doed HE SRS

(Gramya Resource Centre for Women)

200 FPoBRS, 5. D. .
(Singh Foundation, USA)

OHOES BIR FBF HORT, asw. AR, .
(American Jewish World Services (AJWS), USA)

88 FPoEaS, @5@3‘3558
(Tides Foundation, Sanfransisco)
0E0HS oed HE RS &%2\35
Ideal Center for Social Justice (CSJ)

8.8.370. - Ik
TDH - Netherlands
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